
OVERWINTERING Bees in 
Southern Arizona



Unpredictable 
Winters



Feral Hives
Usurpation

Suicide Swarms



Drones 
Get Out!



Robbing:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



Queens Reduce 
or Stop Laying



WAX MOTHS



Decrease Inspections

Open heat of 
day 

01
Get in, get 
out

02
Don’t leave 
anything 
exposed 

03
Don’t leave 
burr comb 
outside near 
hives.

04
Don’t open 
feed syrup.

05



Demographics for 
Spring



Sugar Syrup





Get Ready NOW!

Brood cluster Food Storage

Robbing ScreenFix Equipment
Weigh 100 

pounds

Minimum 5 
Frames of Brood

25,000 Bees 
(more bees less 
energy per bee)

MITES/Disease 
Free

HEALTHY!



Winter

Some hives will not shut down – Mites
Laying Workers – Don’t borrow resources to fix failing hives
Queens? – Possible source year round

Good time to clean, sort, and order/build equipment for 
Spring. Place orders for nucs. Beginners read, youtube, take 
hands-on classes – LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION



Thank you
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